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AKGON BRIEFING 


This paper sets forth tafermation regarding o TOP SECRET activity 
knewn ae ARGON. The sensitivity of ite missles in relation te current 
world afiaire had made the activity eo Presidential cencra, Aacordingly, 
maximem security will prevail requiring the highest standard of 
clearance. A otrist “nced-to-hnew* policy ic ia force and neither rank, 
posttion aes. prier clearance are acceptabic justification fer antematic 
accese te ARGON infermation. 


Project ARGON iavelves the covert development and eperationsl use 
of a mapping satellite from which « recoverable capeule will be retrieved 
at ea pre-selected ocean ares. Prior te the initiation of thie Project the 
development ef auch a systems was under consideration by the U. 5. Army 
and known as Project VECAS. Preject VEDAS wes officially cancelled 
vy an ARPA Grective ia June 1959. Freject ARGON then fe the re- 
activation of the original Vi TAS prepgesal. 


in aecerd with Presidential desires, ARGON is boing carried ont 
under the eutherity of the Advanced Research Projecte Agency aad the 
Central Intelligeace Ageasy with the suppert of the U. 5S. Army and the 
U. 5. Air Feree. 


Project ARGON will utilise a modified veblaie configuration of the 
type now being developed and perfected by the ARPA spensored 
CISCOVERLA sevieos, Thies cenfiguration includes a Ther boost and the 
Bell huetler cecead stage. AROON tavelves the uiilisation ef 0 camera 
system designed for simultencous celestial ané greund photography to 
obtain accurate geodetic coverage. 


C entrel Intelligence Agency is participating joiatiy with ARPA in 
the supervision of the technical developement eepesially as it applios to 
the actual vecennalscance equipment, The respensiblitty ef all covert 
procurement aad/ez operations] and persenanel security incinding sever 
{s exelusively vested tn Central intelligence Agency and administered 
from ARGON headquarters within the Agency. ARGON lesachiages will 
be carried eut at Vandenberg Air Force Base. <pocific timing withia 
the scheduling will be determined insofar as possible on the basis of 
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The tuitial steps takes to place thie Project on a covert basis was 
the cancellation of the VALAS pregram, The secerity considerations 
and arrangerseate that have followed this canceliation ave as fellows: 


A. A cienrance and bricfiag system has been 
ectabliched whereia the approval fer aecess te AROON 
is granted enly by CLA. A macter (adex of ARGON elearences 
te metataiaed af ARGON Project Headquarters within the 
Ageacy. Certification of sock clesrance mast be obtained 
wy contacting the Security Office of ARCON Heedquarters. 


B. There ave two types of briefings given ARGON. 
elesred personacl, The first type conaceras these individuais 
whe are given this briefing and are made completely witting 
of the eensifive aspects of the activity, The sesend type ic a 
limited briefing covertag ealy that information absotutely 
easeutial fer an individeal to perform hic er her particular 
feaction aad dees not necessarily include the taformation 
eutlized below. 


Cc, There ave three principal facts which persennel 
affiliated with ARGON are ebliged to protect: 


1, That the Grited tates is currenily 
engaged in a reconnaissance satellite 
program. 


2. Thet CLA ie affiliated with such a 
pregrem. 


% That certain eupplier groups 
engaged ia the development aad mant- 
fuctaring of reconnaissance equipment 
ave alfiiiated with Prejest ARGCKH, 


D. Compartmestation of thie Preject (rem other 
activities in both government and private industry has been 
established. This inclades the existence and location of 
eortatn covert facilities where sensitive werk ie performed. 
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tn keeping with the requirement to snintnin maximum security & 
‘SD cover explasation will be developed to pinvsibly explain the launshings 
te eccur during the summer of 1968. 
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He should be acted sive that the cede werd ARGON is s classified 
term aed mruct nct bececse known te nae-cleared persvanel. 

Security is the responsibility of everyone. Aay act er incident 
which tends te embarrass the ARGON program, tte members, cever, 
organizations er the U. 5. Geverasment will result in severe 
disciplinary action. The eaccese of the ARGON program ts dependent 
epen your complete support of security requivements. * 








